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				Q&A: Texas court ruling on a Black student wearing hair in long locs reflects history of racism in schools

				By Kenjus T. Watson, American University | February 29, 2024

				What message has the court just sent?

I’d argue it’s a harsh reminder that the natural appearance, cultural expressions and freedom of Black children are incompatible with the objectives and ideals of the school system in the U.S. Those objectives and ideals were created to establish social order, enforce conformity, demand cultural assimilation and suppress marginalized groups.

The court decision in Texas – and the no-long-hair policy in the Barbers Hill Independent School District – might seem outdated, misinformed or at odds with best practices for culturally responsive education. But as I and other researchers have found, strict monitoring and other anti-Black practices – such as those regarding Black children’s hair, bodies, language, clothing and even their presence – are widespread in America’s schools.

What options do Black students have?

What should school leaders consider?

					


			
									
														Schools are sending more kids to psychiatrists out of fears of campus violence, prompting concern from clinicians

							
							The 9-year-old had been drawing images of guns at school and pretending to point the weapons at other students. He’d become more withdrawn, and had stared angrily at a teacher. The principal suspended him for a week. Educators were unsure whether it was safe for him to return to school — and, if so, how best to support him.

						

											
														Active shooter training: State-specific requirements for schools and law enforcement

							
							Research revealed that about 30% of the 116 state and local officers who responded in a May 2022 survey did not get active shooter training after graduating from police academies. Of those who had been trained, many received such instruction only once in their careers.

						

											
														A history of holding parents responsible for their kids’ crimes

							
							Just three days before her 15-year-old son carried out a mass shooting at his Michigan high school in 2021, Jennifer Crumbley was captured on security camera leaving a shooting range with the handgun in tow. She had just taken her son out to target practice in what she described on social media as a “mom and son day testing out his new Christmas present:” a 9-millimeter pistol the high schooler referred to online as “My new beauty.”

						

											More Headlines

						Here’s how I use my story to teach incarcerated kids that writing matters

											Florida’s accomplishments highlighted at National Mentoring Month round table. What will you do in 2024?

											21 bodycam videos caught the NYPD wrongly arresting black kids on Halloween. Why can’t the public see the footage?

							

	

		
					

	


	
	 	
	 		I lost a friend to gun violence when I was in high school. Now, I counsel Chicago students facing similar pain.
	 	


	 	By Latonya Booker, Chalkbeat, Chicago | January 17, 2024


		When you say the names of the Chicago communities where I grew up, they may evoke negative images. Both are neighborhoods with some of the city’s highest rates of gun violence. I grew up in North Lawndale and have lost friends and family on its streets. In the spring of ninth grade, one of these murders changed my life.


		
		






	
	 	
	 		Illinois judge closes juvenile detention center after ‘facility in crisis’ fails to meet new state standards
	 	


	 	By Molly Parker, Capitol News Illinois | January 8, 2024


		The judge responsible for the administration of a troubled juvenile detention center in rural southern Illinois abruptly moved to close it as of Dec. 31, citing staffing shortages that made it difficult to meet new state standards governing the treatment of youth in custody.


		
		






	
	 	
	 		Trauma-informed ‘hubs’ reduce Chicago youth incarceration
	 	


	 	By Mark Werner | January 1, 2024


		A 65% reduction in youth incarceration between 2005 and 2021 and the closing of two youth prisons during that time are among the great strides of Redeploy Illinois, an innovative Cook County program allowing communities to tailor state-funded juvenile treatment services to meet their particular characteristics and needs.


		
		






	
	 	
	 		Louisiana ponders policy changes with juvenile facilities at full capacity
	 	


	 	By Greg LaRose, The Louisiana Illuminator | December 29, 2023


		Rather than just build more jails, Louisiana juvenile justice system administrators urge officials to take a closer look at policies to address youth criminal trends, in addition to curbing persistent violence and escapes at state correctional centers.


		
		






	
	 	
	 		Hundreds of seclusions were “voluntary.” Some kids don’t see it that way.
	 	


	 	By Paige Pfleger, WPLN/Nashville Public Radio | December 19, 2023


		To hear the state of Tennessee tell it, Knoxville’s Richard L. Bean Juvenile Service Center has shown “significant and consistent improvement.” It no longer illegally locks kids up alone in cells, as an investigation by ProPublica and WPLN exposed last month.

But a closer look at the facility’s most recent inspection by the state Department of Children’s Services tells a different story. Instead of secluding children against their will, the facility claims that kids are voluntarily agreeing to be locked up alone.


		
		






	
	 	
	 		95% of public schools conduct active shooter drills. Are students safer?
	 	


	 	By Isidoro Rodriguez | December 5, 2023


		Lockdown drills aimed at preparing students to protect themselves from school shooters do more to stir kids’ anxiety than their sense of protection, argues Dr. Annie Andrews, a South Carolina mother, pediatrician and firearm injury researcher. “Our children do not benefit from participating in these drills,” said former congressional candidate Andrews, also co-founder of  Their Future. Our Vote. “Children deserve to feel safe in their schools.”

Among those countering that viewpoint is Alex Piquero, a University of Miami criminologist and former director of the federal Bureau of Justice Statistics. “We are, unfortunately, living in a world where we just have to plan for school shootings and hope that they never happen,” said Piquero, a former editor of the Journal of Quantitative Criminology. 


		
		






	
	 	
	 		Juvenile detention fees cripple families financially, opponents say
	 	


	 	By Tristram Korten | November 20, 2023


		After more than a year in a juvenile detention facility in Orange County, California, Maria Rivera’s son was released back in 2010. As he exited incarceration, the Orange County Probation Department handed Rivera a bill for $16,372, the fees officials charged for keeping him in custody. 


		
		






	
	 	
	 		Juvenile justice staffing crisis: Time to reimagine our approach
	 	


	 	By Megan Quattlebaum, Michael Umpierre, Myrinda Schweitzer, Mike Dempsey and Veronica Cunningham | October 28, 2023


		We recently conducted a survey of juvenile justice agencies on their staff hiring and retention challenges. Over 200 individual state and local juvenile corrections and probation agencies representing 37 states and over 190 counties reported that they are facing greater staffing difficulties than at any time in the past 10 years.
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Life in the Box: 
Juvenile Solitary Confinement 


Check out  JJIE's series of investigative stories and opinions covering the use of juvenile solitary confinement.
Read it now »
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				JJIE is published by the Center for Sustainable Journalism at Kennesaw State University. The Center aims to discover new ways to produce financially sustainable, high quality and ethically sound journalism via applied research, collaborations and advancing innovative projects. The Center publishes multiple projects including Youth Today, JJIE, Fresh Take Georgia and Bokeh Focus.  Read more
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